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CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART 3 
by Peter Ellis. 


The turn of the decade, about 1970, saw not only a significant change in the 
conservation ofthe Whipstick, but for conservation at Jarge. throughout... 
Victoria. Recent state elections (1968?), had. set the Bolte Government back 
-severely, and the Minister’for-Lands, Sir WilliamMcDonald, previously “7 
holding a blue ribbon seat, had been ousted, It wa6 a triumphant: day ‘for *)~ 
conservationists, and Sir Henry Bolte, a shrewd politicion, was quick to... 
announce plans for establishing the Little Desert National Park, Additionally 
with-influence from the newer emerging Hamer/Borthwick team, he announced a. 
plue-print for the investigation of all public land in Victoria, with the 
express aim of determining conservation values of ‘such areas for the ~ ean 
establishment of National Parks, Wildlife Sanctuaries, Flora Reserves, and 
protection of places ofiscenic and geological interest. The old Land Utilisation 
Committee was abolished and the new Land Conservation Council of Victoria 
(L.C.Ci) set up to‘aéhieve this investigation of public lands. The process: 
would require considerable input by the public, and the Government pressed 
for an orfanisation-to co-ordinate, to act as a mouth piece, and to liase on 
behalf.of all the various different conservation bodies that existed before, 
or proliferated, during the Little Desert saga. The outcome was the formation 
of the:Gonservation Council of Victoria (¢.C.V.). eae 


It was:in direct line with the events of 1968/69 that caused: the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce;( JA¥CEES) to nominate 1970 as a conservation project.year. 
As previously outlined (last issue) the Bendigo JAYCEES and the Bendigo |. 
Field Naturalists Club combined to organise the Whipstick Seminar of 17/10/1970. 
On the previous Saturday morning we ran a street survey near Alexandra’: ~ 
Fountain. I know Ken Lindrea and myself were there with leaflets. Can't be 
sure about the others, but possibly Rob Moors and Ray Paulsen who were also 

on the joint seminar organising committee. The questionnaire consisted of 

some of the following queries:- 

1, Have you heard of the Whipstick? 

2. Do you know where it is? 

3. What are its features? 

4, Do you think it should become a National Park? FW bey a 
Although some people did not know of the Whipstick, or where it was, I was 
surprised at those who did and the overall positive response. 

Conservation groups from all. over Victoria attended the Whipstick Seminar.’ 
which was held in the new circular lecture theatre at the Flora Hill’ campus 

of the Bendigo Institute of Technology, Edwards Road (later the Bendigo C.A.E.). 
Representatives were there from the Victorian National Parks Association, the 
Bird Observers Club of Victoria, Native Plants Preservation Society of 
Victoria, Society for Growing Australian Plants, Australian Conservation 
Foundation, Consérvation Council of Victoria, Natural Resourced and 
Conservation. League, Field Naturalist Club of Victoria and possibly other 
kindred. clubs. Government agency representatives included those from the ~ 
‘Lands Department, Forests Commission, Soil Conservation Authority, Agricultural 
Department, National Parks Authority, Fisheries and WildiSfe, ete’. 

Prominent Whipstick landowners were: pnesenty: namely Ted, Hartland, Ollie 
Hartland, ‘Roliie’ Wellstead and possibly others, more will be said of ithis 
later. Thene were also people from local organisations suchas the National 
Trust, Histerical Society, Eaglehawk Traders and so on, Finally there were. 
representatives of local municipalities and members of: Parliament. 

One person we had hoped would be there, was the new Minister for Lands and 
Conservation, Mr Borthwick, who unfortunately was unable to attend, and whom 
we (B.F.N.C.) had on more than one oceassion later, tried to "woo" and 
acquaint with the pressing “conservation needs of the Whipstick. 


3. 
CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE gy ETESTICK - PART Bi continued 


There were three speakers at the Serine We. Fea tried to ast penreaaon, Ter 
from the Department of Botany, Melbourne University, but he was away at the 
time. The Department sugrested his colleague, Dr. Calder,would be happy to 
help out, and he proved.to be an excellent choice. Dr.L.Smith, Director of 
the National Parks Authority of Victoria, and Jack Kellam on pau of the 
B.F.N.C.. were: the other’ speakers. 


Ken Lindrea, Président of the Bendigo Tayceeesenened the proceedings with. . 
the motto from the popular song, with apologies for the grammar. used: - 
"Don't it always seem to go that you don't know what you've got until its gone", 


The first guest | ‘speaker then took the floor. 
Dr.’ “ Calder’ said that from a totanist's point of view, the Whipstick was. an 
important area because of the unusual plants and animals in the area, and, the 
community they, formed, He said it was secondary that one species was; saved 
from extinction when an entire community of life vas at. stake, 

Wit don't agree with. conservationists who want to save ‘one species in. as 5 muah 
as the. species is either naturally dying out or is developing . It is more., 
important to preserve an entire community: , and Let nature . look after itself.! iP 
He said that in the Whipstick there may be "genetic characteristics",. which, 
in 50 years time may prove valuable. "Some of the plants in the area are very 
drought-resistant, and, with: ORGIES EE NES ‘these plants may help to ‘save. 
many, ‘plants .when'water is scarce," 

He said ‘that the area was ‘alsod.:important to Bendigo and Victorian people for 
recreational and educational purposes and in providing honey, .and eucalyptus 
oil, "There are three alternatives for the area", Dr. Calder. Said... 

WTe ‘could be a forest park, a wild-life : reserve or a national, ‘park, " He said, . 
he believed that the Whipstick's main significance was its: Biological worth . 
and for this reason he suprestted that a "biological ieee” under an inter- 
‘departmental committee could be;set up. "This would be amiidea new in 
Sustralia;i and would involve all the organisations who rum alliother types 

of reserves, "rhe added,.'He suggested that the park could=be‘rum:by district 
naturalists under the guidance of appropriate Goverment authorities, Although 
it would cost money, Dr. Calder said this would be outweighed by the social 
and biolegical gains. 


{Asner ashame een anssetanl! stg BNE, 
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Dr. Smith in taking the floor, next, categorically stated that there was a nucleus 
in the Whipstick area for a valuable National Park. "There is nothing like the 
Whipstick yet in National Parks - and I don't think there will .ever be any other 
place like it." Dr. Smith said that because of the demand ,, ‘thé number of iS 
visitors to national Parks was increasing by. about 11% per year, there was a . 
growing need to preserve moré areas as National Parks. — 

He said that if an inter-departmental committee was thought best to run the® 3 
Whipstick, the: National Parks Authority was a suitable organisation, 

"Since 1956 when it: was set up, the Authority has acquired a vast amount of 
expertise and has representatives of most conservation organisations on its 
board, The Authority has to provide for the education and enjoyment of visitors, 
while leaving'the area in its natural state", he said, It also had to eradicate 
vermin and noxious weeds, He explained the ways in which the Authority carried 
out its duties and stressed that if a new authority was set up to administer 

the Whipstick, it would "have to start from scratch " , He said that the 
Authority. had carried out a comprehensive survey of the area (Colin Hutchinson! s) 
and ‘the - findings had aroused quite a lot of interest in the. National Parks 
Authority. ‘He said that ‘to make the Whipstick a national park would require | 

an Act of Parliament. This would provide for the acquisition | of land if it was 
needed for the park and if land=owners were willing to sell. He sugested that 
it was important not to upset - existing industries and ‘people in the ‘area - 
especially when they were causing.no harm to the area. Dr, Smith then gave an 
illustration of the way in which the Authority had increased Wilson's Promontory 
National Park, and had allowed agistment tq continue in the Yanakie extension . 


CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK.~ PART .3....contdmuede 2. ow 
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“This was: Because’ rights of those that had used the area. for over 50 years | 
would otherwise not’ have made the Netional Park addition possible,’ 


On behalf -of the B; F N. Cs Mr. Jack Kellam endorsed Dr. Smith's remarks, 4 
pointing out that a reservation that .enables the continuation: of Eucalyptus 
leaf harvesting for oil-production was desirable. ;"Total restrictions.on . 
hervesting could mean that the growers could not wholely depend on their own 
land, to support the industry. The only alternative wauld then be Clearing 

. for agriculture. This we don't want!" 


I then showed some coloured slides highlighting the pieniiicenne of the Whipstick, 
and in particular some of its beautiful wildflower displays, and also drawing 
attention to’ some of the’ rarer plants and unusual features, I remember the’ 
blasted spool wouldn't go forwards and we had to re-load and run it backwards. 
(Jack Kellam mumbled in a deép voice that that was why he wouldn't hive 
anything to do with those new automatic things.) And then when we came to ~ 

what we used to call the rarest plant in the world (Westringia crassifolia), 
some-one sang out "it's at Broughton! s water-hole in the Little Desert!" 

However both incidences added a little ‘humour to the proceedings which otherwise 
went extremely well, 


After. eareful, re-valuation of Ros Garten feres of a oe years before, sits 
the B.F.N.C, recent policy statement on the Conservation of the Whipstick, 

the joint seminar committee had drawn up the following proposals which were 
presented and passed unaninously at the: seminar: - 


(a) The Whipstick crown lands be immediately set aside as a national park, at 
the same time safeguarding the rights of Eucalyptus harvesters to operate — 
within its boundaries under conditions ‘to, be agreed upon, 


(b) That: the surrounding state forésta (marth and south) be added to the 
national park if forestry in these areas cea'ses; that the Forestry Department 
be urged to declare such areas a foresti:park until this time, and that the land 
‘be not. leased for grazing, and where ‘a | tease already exists, that it be 
revoked on expiration. 


(ce) and (a) referred to other state forest in or near the Bendigo district, 
'- but not the Whipstick area. (Wellsford OPEN and Mandurang forests. ) 


(e) That tactful attempts be made to procure ‘any privately owned blocks “that. 
may be necessary to give a complete, unbroken viable ecological. unit, or net 
blocks that may contain worthy species not well represented within the ¢ rown 
lands or state forest; if the owner is agreeable. __ 


(f£). That attempts be made +o encourage the continudtton: of “the mucatyattre 
Industry on private lands, in.preference to cultivation of ‘such lands, 

as this land will act as. a buffer, zone to the Senomel ae one Hy in tine 
be. added (ra) atin 


“The state was set for the pasie moves for the conservation of the VWnipetick 
up until the present tinie (when the State Parks were declared) with one ae 
exception or modification - point (a) agi 
It is ironical that on the one hand the climate of the Little Desert ‘drama aa 

, had. facilitated. similar means for having the Whipstick reserved as. National” 

‘Park,.. on the other hand it was to delay it for over a decade. With ‘the setting 
up of. the Land Conservation Council all Crown Lands were frozen pending — 
thein’ ‘investigations. There were some pretty urgent situations for, the ily @, c. - 
the ‘Lower Glenelg and thé Kentbruck heath, the ‘greater Melbourne area, in ; 
particu lar the Bandenongs, Macedon Ranges,, Mornington and so. oon 
The Whipstick public lands were comparitively safe and not controversial, 

OLA close “enough. to Melbourne, to be anywhere but, towards tthe end’ ‘of the dist..; 


rath oy . ve . es tg ; ~ ey VS ayie Rea ‘ iy ae ea ye te 
RIL eis tk AL ee PELL J eHOS® er SPS Rat : 1] Sie eee ae hatas ee mtehipecaetrits 


cL Ds 


ee wee tc 


CONSERVATION: HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART 3 continued 


When the recommendations. from onen seminar were sent to thé Minister for Lands 
and Conservation, Mr, “Borthwick, he ‘replied simply stating his interest and 
assuring the Bendigo F,N.C, and Bendigo Jaycees that "the>recommendations 
would be put to a newly forming body - The Land Conservation of Victoria, 

and the';Whipstick would receive attention through this organisation as soon 
@s possible." Well the Club had already through.."its contacts! determined 
this investigation could be ten-years off. There. was still, the. problem of 
accommodating the eucalyptus cutters in a National Park, ‘and there was also 

a growing concern that without the nucleus, a’ park, how could finance be 
sought to buy back lands which’ wére becoming available on the market, : and how 
many "Robertson's" would take advantage of this. The Bendigo F:N.C.' was 
prepared to grasp at straws. If there had been any indecision in the late 
1960's, the club now stood firm and: determined to save the Whipstick asa. - 
single viable. ecological entity in. aBy way: possible. within their means,:. ..x) 


r. 


Asa direct: ‘result of the seminar, ° in particular: the recommendation under ~~ 
point (>), where a Whipstick ‘Forest ‘Park had’ teen mooted as a’ suitable ©? )°'? 
_ alternative for reserved forest sections, the Bendigo F.N.C. executive’ received 
“a deputation from Mr Frank Halleron and Mr Bill Flentje, representing the *~ 
Forests Commission’ Of Victoria, and seeking discussion’on the possible Forest 
Park proposals. This will be the basis of the next’ ‘article! - 

One other point worth mentioning, is that of the Whipstick i owners who 
attended the seminar. +! RT es 7 : 


The publicity leading’ up 6 “the seminar, and the worries of Ha'f ional Park 
impli¢ations had eatised considerable concern with these people. In fact I 
think’ it was Ted Hartland who told Bob Allen the land owners’ were coming © 
along to "crash" the seminar In the meantime however they had received 
invitations to attend.’ Anyway, I believe Frank wag caught in the middle of”: 
this, he was well advanced with his Whipstick surveys and: relying heavily on’ 
the goodwill of. the landowners to enter their property, .and ny Acree 
hospitality, sometimes. even meals from them. Although the seminar and) date... 
was organised twelve months ahead, Frank to my-.surprise had something, else... 
on and could not attend. Leon Ruedin also,would not attend, and I. believe. 
he also may have felt caught in between. He was landowner and oil producer, 
with these people as his friends and neighbours, “and as a field naturalist 
also, may have been unsettled: by" what was: foreshadowed to Bob. 


Anyway this aspect was.a non event, the comments by Dr. Smith in particular, 
and backed up by. Jack Kellem were very well received by, the Harlands and. 

Mr. R.Wellstead;.and they also voted for the: seminar proposals. The Club . 
in fact received a congratulatory letter from. Mr,, Wellstead on, the, excellence 
of the: seminars and seeking membership of the Club.. sali ef aiphae +) 


“~The seminar. “concluded with an excellent lunchéon ‘of ehicken and ham’ ‘alg a in 
lettuce cups expertly catered by Mrs Gilbert’ and Mrs Tulip from ‘the BT, T.cafeter 
In the afternoon Rob Moors and myself took Dr.Smith and Ken Readé? ona 

Whipstick tour. Everytime we stopped Dr Smith would throw a pack on his 

shoulders (I don't know why - or do I?) and” attempt to head off into the scrub. 

We had so much to show and trowel.in an afternoon we'd have to REDON 

grab him by the pack and haul him-hack into the. can. Ea be PE IO ss 
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FLYING BULL ANTS 
__by Cynthia Watkins. 
The mild and sunny conditiens of Anzac Day 1987 induced F Rob and I to. have mt 
lunch on top of Bald Hill at Sedgwick, where panoramic views can be SNOveE 
in every direction. 


After driving to the: top of. the hill end seating: encciven) on the erourl eo 
the rear of the vehicle, :our-lunch was soon interrupted by the arrival of a . 
flying ‘bull-ant. With vivid recollections of many bites from bull ants in the 
past we moved. quickly: to provide our guest with ample: room, - 


Rob~ had wanted. ‘arfoy take a ‘portrait of a bull ant for some time , so a capture 
Was decided on. I: ‘ep’ a watchful eye on our visitor until Rob returned with 
a film eannister, and duly made a catch, We now not only had a subject, but | 
one with the added’ attraction of wings. 


Lunch had hardly. pooamedl before another ioeed ant pened nee open back: of. 

the station wagon, quickly followed. by others Janding:on;Robs hair and my arm. 
Rob recalled having been told that ants with wings do not bite, but that 

theory didn! t prevent: ‘us from “brushing off these giants. of the: ‘anit ‘world. 

The pleasant conditions’ and superb ‘view was sufficient for us’ not to abanton 

our chosen’ spot, in: spite ‘of! ‘BY now) ° a virtual invasion’ ‘by. these | winged pitiants. 
Although we observed this’ stream of ants for about one ‘hour, apaking their’) © 
way ‘over the’ domed” hill into’ ‘a ‘stitt’ N.E. breeze, We: were, e UE DES: ace Hela 

from whence they, came, 


After removing many ants rem neide the velliclley we > drove, theme, onine Tree 
the only ant on board was the captured specimen, On arriving home Rob set ii) 
the camera gear outside; and at the appropriate time released’ thé ant onto 

a stick. Its irate attitude seemed ' to disprove any theory about''ants with 
wings not biting. Several shots wereobtained before: the’ ant took ‘to the air 
once again, leaving us “with aaa ‘nemories anda curiosity, about the. iter 
cycle of these ants. & 


om 4 Break 


Apparently. ab. certain times. of ne ‘year aS of. winged anes ‘Beet. Wnaiies 
are.produced and.swarms of flying ants pour into the-air.: Mating may take. 
place in flight or‘:after landing, and colonies are founded: my the winged 
females,while the males dispurse and die, 


After. the female discards her wings, she searches for a suitable site for a 
new ‘colony. The fertilised female is known as the Queen. She begins to found’ 
a colony which will ultimately include wingless neuter female workers making 
upxthe.bulk of the colonies population, The first eggs. she lays produce 
typical grub-like larvae. These, she feeds by .regurgitating food produced 
within her body, by the;degeneration of the wing.muscles which, shaving 
served their purpose, jare:converted for the benefit of the young. 

The larvae eventually pupate. and emerge as adults which take over fone wersphins 
duties. The queen devotes the rest of her life to egg-laying. Among the workers 
will appear several different: castes with Weel shapes saniSal ee their role — 
in the colony. ay : 
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BENDIGO GEM CLUB’ ORM AND MINERAL: <EYATBITION ” 


Saturday September 12th 11.30 a.m. - 9,00 p.m 
Sunday September 13th 10.00 a.m. - 5,00 p.m. 


Strathdale Community Centre, Crook Street, Bendigo 
Admission: Adults $1.50 Children 50c: 


Demonstrations of Silversmithing, Silvercasting, Gem Faceting, Bark Pictures. 
Gems and Jewels to dazzle, delight and tempt you available at reasonable prices. 
Refreshments available, 


Dalles asa ag anty 


i 


BIRDS OF THE BENDIGO WHIPSTICK ay Bort ‘Frenkiin 


The 'Bendigo Whipstick' is haven to include all Grown fia in the Whipstick/; 
Kamarooka block, plus intervening and immediately adjacent private Lend j30 
whether bush or cleared, It does not include the Bendigo Sewerage Farm/.» r=; 

May Swamp area. oe. pal es See Ten 


The list was compiled at the request of the Department of Conservation Forests 
and Lands as a contribution to the Whipstick Management Plan now in preparation. 
It was extensively modified by. Don Franklin, with assistance from. John ponds 
Burtonelay, from an originel..list that covered a greater area compiled by; 

Jack Kellam. Additional records and information was obtained from tthe B.O. o 
files and contributed by Jack to HEWES Allen, Bill Benes es, John”: 

Robinson and Graham Hill. 4 


The categories 'a', 'b',:.!c!. and Iset are arbitrary and their sgdtenion “toe 
particular species debatable. I (D.F.) made the category selections ona . 
conservative basis, i.e., if in doubt, leave the category off; I also had Wer © 
make some decisions to include or exclude species without adequate evidence, 
and would welcome further information or records, In particular, can anyone’. 
report a Painted ORES for the area? For the time being this bird must, 
remain off the list. : 


pre arir s 


The spaces between some. pence tes serena? the families of minder 


Key 
a Endangered species within Vietoria, with significant ' representation in the 
Whipstick. 


b Species with a more or less isolated population centred on the Whipstick, 


Species whose prime habitat within Victoria is ironbark/yellow gum/box 
forest and which are well represented in the Whipstick., . my 


x  Vagrants to the Whipstick 
I Introduced species, 


Hoary-headed Grebe 4 x King Parrot 


Little Grebe 2 Cockatiel 
Darter 7 A Budgerigar 


e Swift Parrot : 
x Crimson Rosella Good Stoilsee 
Eastern Rosella  Paltys’l aunt 


Little Pied Cormorant 
Black Cormorant 


White-necked Heron eae: .X Mallee Ringneck Jbhehan 
White-faced Heron Aes _. Red-rumped Parrot ae 
WSS EE so _ Pallid Cuckoo 

White Ibis ae - Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

Straw-necked Ibis Black-eared Cuckoo 

Yellow-billed Spoonbill © t Horsefield's Bronze Cuckoo 

Black Swan . Shining Bronze Cuckoo: ~ 
Chestnut—breested Shelduck Boobook Owl 

Black Duck 

Grey Teal eeke Ors 


Australian Wood Duck Tawny Progmouth ug ita 


8. 
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reese Black-shouldered Kite 
x Rork-tailéd Kite 
Whistiirige Kite 
Australian Goshawk 
Collared Sparrowhawk 
oorttle BieLs: Eagle 
Uaftle, Eagle... 
Black Falcon”! 
Peregrine ‘Falcon. 
Little Faleon? oo005 
Brown Faiicon i272 f45 4 
Nankeen Kestrel 
Stubble : Quail | pel 


e Painted Button-quail 
Little; ;Button-quail *- 


x Black-tailed Netavé-tien 2 ea 


Swamphén@ © “2 0. Hit 2Aee rest 


aBush Stone-curlew 


Masked Plover 
Banded Plover 
.,Black-fronted. Dotterel ...;. 


I Domestic Pigeon 
Reaceful Dove 

x Diamond Dove | 
Conimon Bronzewing ~~ 

b Brush Bronzewing 
Crested Pigeon 


Galah 
Sulpnur-crested Cockatoo 


Musk Lorikeet 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet 
Little Lorikeet 


x Leaden Flycatcher 

Restless Flycatcher 
x Rufous Fantail 

Grey Fantail eae 
Willie Wagtail ee 


Spotted Quail-thrush 
a Grey-crowned Babbler : 
White-browed Babbler © * 


Clamorous Reed-warbler: 
Little Grassbird 
‘Rufous Songlark 

Brown Songlark 


Superh Blue Wren 
b Variegated Wren 


7 x 


continued 


‘Owlet Nightjar 


White-throated Nightjar 
Spotted Nightjar ; 


Spine-tailed Swift 
Fork-tailed. Swift 


Laughing Kookaburra’ 
Red-backed‘ Kingfisher 
Sacred Kingfisher 


Rainbow Bee-eater 
Dollarbird 


: Singing Bushlark 
White-backéd ‘Swallow .. 


Welcome Swallow: kk ASAPS ES 
.Tree Martin. a Neutenace Syn an 


Fairy Martin... -. 
Richard's Pipit 


Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Little Cuckoo-shrike 
White-winged Triller 


Sealy Thrush 

Rose Robin 

Pink Robin 

Flame Robin. . .:~. 
Scarlet Robin, +. -. 
Red-capped Robin 
Hooded Robin @f:!) 
Fastern Yellow Robin . 
Jacky Winter ad 
Crested Shriketit 
Gilbert's Whistler 
Golden Whistler 
Rufous Whistler 


.. Grey Shrike-thrush 
Crested Bellbird 


Striated Pardalote 


. White-fronted Chat 
>: Mistletoe-bird 


Spotted Pardalote 
Yellow-rumped Pardalote 


Grey-breasted White-eye 
European Goldfinch 


I House Sparrow (!: 


‘Red-browed Firetail 


Diamond Firetail 
Zebra Finch 


Common Starling 


BIRDS OF THE BENDIGO WHIPSTICK “continued” rt 


Heathwren ‘(Ghestaut—rumped ) ~ “Ci tve-backed Oriole" am aa 
im ABLee Hea thwmen . .¥ White-breasted Woodswallow » 
Speckled Warbler 
Weebill Masked Woodswallow Sucy ep 
@ Whitestailed Warbler fate Sg Se Migetisreublen 
Brown: Thornbixkt ¢ 4 oie Pay Dusky Wood swallow i ; ae a a a . 
b Broad-tailed Thornbill Magpie Lark comes) , 
Chestnut-rumped Thornhill Fst 
Buff-rumped Thornbill White-winged Chough Heme am « Ut dang acy 
Yellow Thornbill x Pied Currawong Pe Rha 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill Grey Currawong .. is fe 
VStriabed 'Thornbibk oa: es sae Grey. Butcherbird ~ Pane See 
Southern Whiteface MP : Australian Magpie 
Varied Sitella “~ Australian Raven’ 
White-throated Treecreeper Heel RENTER 
Brown Treecreeper 
Red Wattlebird | ae ee 
_, Spiny-cheekea ‘Honeyeater 
‘Noisy Friarbird 
Little Friarhird ie 
x Regent Honeyeater Species now extinct in ‘the Whipstick 
Blue-faced Honeyeater ene s is 
Noisy Miner "~ ta 71 a a 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater Mallee’ Fowl!” 
x Singing. Honeyeater : Australian Bustard — 
White-cared Honeyeater 
¢ Yellow-tufted Honeyeater + No definite record, bus must have 
b Purple=gaped Honeyeater. eaumce been present. gen 
b Yellow-plumed Honeyeater ‘. : aye 


q Fuscous Honeyeater : 
 White+piumed Honeyeater Spt ae 
wt Black-chinned-Honeyeater 
Brown-headed--Heneyeater 
White-naped Horieyeater 
x New Holland Honeyeater 
_. White-fronted Honeyeater mote eigie 
b Tawny-crowned Honeyeater 
Eastern Spinebill | 
x Black Honeyeater | 


hen : z nad ae “ 
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The Native Plant Group is sponsoring a visit from the Australian Native Orchid 
poe tety Victorian Group. The subject is an "Introduction to the Cultivation 
“and Preservation: of Australian Native Terrestrial Orctids". 

There wil be a talk by expert growers and slides of ,orchids in cultivation, 
and possibly sample pots of actual orchids growing, The date is Friday 18th 

.; September, and the venue is the Strathdale Community: Centre. 

On Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th September there ‘will'be Orchid Tours of our area, 
Interested memhers are welcome to join in the Friday talk and the Saturday and 
Sunday excursion. 

The Societies motto is: "All Native Orchids are Protected in the Wild, their 
Collection is Illegal." 


10. 
WHIPSTICK MAMMALS 


Annotated list of the Mammals of the Whipstick and“Kamarooka Forests °° 


prepared in July 1987 for the Department of Conservation-Forests and Lands, 
to assist with the preparation of the Proposed Management Plan of the Whipstick 
Parks and Public Lands, 3 


The following information has been compiled from records.of.the Mammal Survey 
Group, but it should not be interpreted as representing a thorough survey. 


NATIVE MAMMALS 
Monotremes 


ECHIDNA (Tachyglossus aculeatus),. pfie ads fen even PSe 4 
These slow moving, insect cating, egg laying mammals are not seen frequently, 
but evidence of their presence is common and widespread. Rotting logs and 
forest litter that provide food for ants, termites and other insects are — 
important to their survival, © 9° °° =< Pt ES) GAPE T 


Marsupials 


BRUSH=TAILED PHASCOGALE = TUAN (Pha scogale tapoatafa ) 
Preying on birds, mammals, reptiles, and insects, these nocturnal ‘hunters are 
poth terrestrial and arboreal. A major study of these manmals in the Phillips 
Gully - Boundary Road area has been conducted by John Iindner, Inthe upper 
Black Rock Flat Gully and ‘upper Phillips Gully trapping was ‘undertaken in 
Feb,1981,.and.the.only-mammtals caught were several Tuans. Since’.1982, when 10 
artificial hollows were erected on the Red Ironbark trées, data on the breeding 
season and productivity of these animals has been collected. In cach year, 

at least one litter has been produced in these boxes, Sugar glider also use 

the hollows and have raised young in them, The better habitat for Tuan cmmprises 
the following: . ._. er : 
Overstorey Red*Ironbark"(Eucalyptus sideroxylon) dominant ‘along the water 


Course; Bull Mallee (E.behriana), Blue Mallee (E.polybractea) - dense scrub 


Leet citanintenebnmeniiemadieeniane’ 


bordering the watercourse, 

Understorey Golden Wattle (Acacia pyenantha), Gold-dust wattle (A.acinacea), 
Whirrakee Wattle (A. williamsonii), Drooping Cassinia (Cassinia arcuata), 
Sticky Cassinia (Cvuncata ), Gross-Leaf Honey-myrtle' (idecussata), Broom Honey- 
myrtle (M.uncinata ), Gorse Bitter-pea (Daviesia ulicifolia). SEE Ee 


YELLOW-FOOTED ANTECHINUS (Antechinus flavipes) Hee TE SSESERT SEER ogetir~ Bs 8 
These small carnivores mostly eat insects, and although sometimes* seen in‘ the 
day, they are mostly nocturnal. They are widespread and common, Although © 
they will breed in artificial hollows, und do nest in the trees, mostly they 
use logs and old stumps on the ground. All dependent (attached) young have 
been seen in September. Like the Tuan, the males all die after their first 
breeding season, but the females may live for two years. 


COMMON DUNNART (Sminthopsis murina ) 1 ee 

This mouse sized insectivorous marsupial is probably present, but it is 
difficult to trap or observe with spotlights. j . 

FAT-TAILED DUNNART (Sminthopsis erassicaudata ) it bees sigan nye 
This is another small insectivorous marsupial that is nearly impossible to trap. 
One-iwas recorded in the northern Kamarooka area in the early, 1970's, . 
BRUSH-TATLED POSSUM (Trichosurus vul vecula ) a 

Widespread, but not common in the area; however more trapping and spotlighting 
neéds to be déne to assess their distribution. eres ie 

hia ve! 


Penh EASES 


ll. 
WHIPSTICK MANMALS contimed 
RING-TAILED POSSUM (pecudeche muse peregrinus) wl chic a 
Not common, but they have deen observed in widely separate saute of the Park, 


SUGAR GLIDER (Petaurus_ breviceps) 

Although. seldom $s seen, they a: are ‘present in. the: forested areas,.. but, probably . 

not in the pure mallee areas, They will breed; and. live in the. artificial hollows 
and are the prime colonizers of the hollows. However they also require large 
mature trees for nest sites and a variety of NC TRS ES to. produce. the... 
nectar, fruit and sap on which they feed. | bvnrteten tyes ewotan® FP TPES 


EASTERN GREY KANGAROO (Macropus gi ipenteug) © 
Signs of their presence (adfoppines) can “Can be found everywhere, put “the animals 

are more frequently sighted in the northern regions. They feed mostly on grasses 
and herbaceous plants. They are not as common in the Whipstick as in many areas 
around Bendigo. Poaching may be a factor. Large mobs (40+) have been seen this 
year (1987) in the ironbark fores v near White Jacket Cun eel Whitehorse Gully. 


SWAMP WALLABY (V" allabia ia bicolor ) eg 
Common everywhere, and frequently seen, but never more died one or two seen. 

together, They are probably more common in the thick, wooded gullies of aes 
south than in the northern areas. Mae ¢ eau a arecs variety of shrubs, grasses: 
and herbaceous plants. - PF ak ts 2 beret a) mets 


af é Td eee S30 : ‘ ; meet aR 
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Rodents a ety 
WATER RAT (Hydromys chrysogaster ) a ase LE CaS aie 
These aquatic ‘placental 1 mammals can be expected around any permanent water — 
-body in Victoria, and therefore they are probably’ “present in RS Cockatoo ait 
and Blue Jacket Reservoirs, and in the water TACE.. ‘ 


Vv 


The only species of bats we have actually caught in the Whipstick-Kamarooka. - 
area are Gould's Wattled Bat (Chalinolobus gouldii.) and the Lesser. Long-eared 


Cee arte eee 


Bat (yctophilus ; geoffroyi) found in J. Lindner'’s artidicial hollows;.and. the 

Little Mascirf Bat (Mormonterus laniceps ) and an Eptesicus species, probably 

the Little Forest Eptesicus (E.vulturnus) caught on a dam on Camp Road near 

Bohsear ed Road. Other inseetivorous hat species known to be in the Bendigo = 
gion that should be. expected in the Whipstick-Kamarooka.area;are the oS eene 

Heieeeccesred Matiff Bat (7 Tedarida australis) ites 

Chocolate Wattled; Pat. (Chalinc lobus morio 

King Riven Eptesicus (ibtesicis te jus repulus) — 

Large ; Fores; Epresic USS) (&, Sevs OUULa 


_« Western: Broad+nosed Bat ' Ceatorepens malletieatt)) 


Gould'?s Long-eared:.Bat (Nyctophilus goulda ) 

The two species of fruit bats s (flying: foxes) that peceionalty visit the area 
are the Grey-hsaded fruit bat (Pteropus robigcesiats) and the Little Red 
Fruit Ba at (P. scat uiatis). 


| INTRODUCED MAMMALS: 0. 


The hduse-mouse® (Mus 5 sfisottiie)” is count LG eet and some years it is abundant. 
The rat (itirattus) is. ‘present: put not commonly encounteréd. Rabbits (Oryetolagus 
cuniculug) are not es common as the hare (Lepus capensis), which are frequently 
seen in n the ‘northern Kamarooka area. Foxes Vulpes fulva ) ‘are widespread eae 
their ‘cats tan be seen along th trails. Feral cats are no doubt: ‘present as” 

are feral dogs, There is a small mob of about five goats north of Millwood: 

Dam, and occasionally pigs, escaped from local farms are seen, but they are 

not thought to be regularly present. 


12. 
BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS 
Bird Observers Group meeting, August..7th, 1987, 
Highlights oa 


Bush Curlew,’ 1 at Cochrans Creek (near Bealiba), 5/8/87. 
Freckled: Duck, 17, Lake Eppalock, 20/2/86. 


Cuckoos. arriving 


Pallid Cuckoo, near Maryborough, 22/7/87 

Horsefield Bronze-cuckoo, Inglewood 24/7/87 

Black-eared Cuckoo, Inglewood, 2/8/87 

.«, Shining Bronze-cuckoo,. Inglewood, 2/8/87 

Se Qtherie ni & aire 

., Rufous Whistler, Inglewood area, 5/8/87 (1st for season). _ 
Corellas (Long-billed?),200, Mandurang, 10/7/87 . 
Crimson Rosella, 1, Bendigo, 7/8/87 

Swift. Parrot, Strathfieldsaye, July 1987 

Peregrine Falcon, 1, Quarry Hill, late July 87 

Little! Falcon, 2, Bendigo Sewerage Farm, 7/8/87 

Black-shouldered Kite, quite a few in district. 

Red-necked Avocet, 60, Bendigo Sewerage Farm, 7/8/87 

Goldfinch, flock of 100+, Mandurang, 6/8/87 

Diamond Firetail, 5, Diamond Hill, 2/8/87 

Rose Robin, 1, Sedgwick, 2/8/87 |... 7. 
Noisy Friarbird, 12, Kennington Reservoir, 21/7/87 onwards. ~- 
Yellow-tufted Honeyeater, nest with 2 eggs, Maryborough, 25/7/87 
New Holland Honeyeater, 2 Flora Hill, 24-25/7/87 ; 
Blue-faced Honeyeater, 1, Epsom, 20/7/76 


Lists submitted 


‘Birds feeding on distributed seed, Maiden Gully, July 1987 


‘Whipstick, 7/6/87 

“Inglewood/Kingower area, 26/7/87 

Notes;, . ie 
“ivGich ‘has been the decline of the Bush Curlew (also known as the Thick-knee ) » 
in this district and throughout Victoria, that any sighting is a noteworthy 
and exciting event. This large, ground-dwelling, semi-nocturnal. bird ideally: 
prefers belts of trees in open country. The sightine reported this month was: 
of an individual flushed up by the observers car. It flew along in front and 
then landed on the edge of the road, providing excellent views for the observer. 
In response to this observation, it was noted that three pairs .of Bush Curlews 
are still known to inhabit the Whipstick. ore a 


The rarest of Australia's ducks, the Freckled, was reported at Lake Eppalock 
in short note in the July 1987 edition of 'The Bird Observer’. The article 
stated that on the 20th of February 1986, whilst walking along the edge of ‘the 
Lake at the Heathcote end, the observer was delighted to see seventeen Freckled 
Ducks resting in a quiet small bay. Excellent views were obtained and _ 
‘variations in plumage were described in some detail. This duck.has been 
reported present and nesting on lake Eppalock before, but none were- located 

on Lake Eppalock or elsewhere in the district during extensive duck counts 
earlier this year. an 7 | 


BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS continued” aerate 


Cuckoos are. to birdos what Early: Naor and: Golden Wattle are to Dotanietar al 
the first signs of spring. In- the fortnight or, SO. before the meeting, ali.- 
four species that (it is assumed) migrate to our ‘district for the spring . 
announced their arrival with their persistent calling. In addition, the ,; -: 
Fantailed Cuckoo, of which some individuals are to be found. in the district 
throughout the year, was first heard to call persistently as it does in the 
early spring, At Inglewood on the 6th of August. MONS ns {on8 2 cuckoos, ae 


y Rufous Whistler's have also arrived, 


Many pirds: ‘commenced nesting during July and early Minees. nenenis were , 
received of: White-browed Babblers, Magpies, White-winged Choughs,. Ravens, : 
Spotted and Yellow-rumped Pardalotes, Hooded Robin, Southern Scrub-robin, 

Shy! HYlacsla, Yellow-tufted Honéyeater; ‘Red :‘Wattlebird, Tawny-—crowned ... 
Honéyeatet*, Brown-headed Honeyedter, 'Néw Holland Honeyeater, Spur-winged Plovers 
cae Swans, whilst Galahs and Hasterh Rosellas | were - observed | inspecting 
hollows 


Corella numbers: in'the distfict Have tndteased quite dbamatically | over the. 
last’fifteen years; Severdl ‘large flocks ‘have beeh seeh ih recent years, . ere 
the latest being of about’ 200° at Mandurang, though most sightings continue"! 
to be of smaller numbers.in mixed flocks with larger numbers of Sulphur-crested 
Cockatoos, At Mandurang, the flock flew from east ‘to west at about 11700 Sams, 
following the. course of. Sheepwash Creek, and returned at about 5.00 p.m. «rz, 
Since the first. sighting on 10/7/87, the birds have been seen on a few . «7% 
occassions, flying. a similar course, but not in such large numbers. Ree 


“The Swift Parrot ae. ‘evidently scarce here this winter, as is also reportedly 
‘the cdise in the Bacchus Marsh area. Soon after this note appears ‘in Whirrakee, 
they‘ will depart for their Tasmanian breeding grounds. One ‘observer, however , 
emphasized the unobtrusiveness of thé Swift Parrot unless it is heard to catl, 
and reported that they had been present at home for several weeks) Sues amie 
feeding, from “the foliage of River Red Gums. ar 


Three obsérvers reported Black-shouldereéd Kites, one in considerable araeree 
However, there was no consensus that a major influx of tei) unpredictable - 
eruptive small bird-of -prey had occurred, 
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«BIRD! OBSERVERS: GROUP MEETING — 


Mr, Charlie Takle from Dookie proved an entertaining Pee at the fswrsnarsth, 
meeting, of the.B.0.G. He divided his. material into two parts. The first was; a 
general nature study with particularly. beautiful. slides. Declaring that, alls 
life depends..on light and that the GSN green is the EEA DALY) force, Riss 
commentary. was always interesting. 

Part: Two was of "Life In A Rain Forest". 


Don Franklin gave a detailed report of the work which he and John purtoheTay 
hee done in revising the Bird List of the Bendigo-Whipstick Area for the 
were! adelved of birds nesting, aa of the first Pallid Cuckoo heard centage 
on end ORES 
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14. 
BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP - BIRD OF THE NIGHT DISCUSSION APRIL 1987 
LE LE LE LC EAS tReet sntpen 


WHITE-WINGED TRILLER ~ LALAGE SUEURIT 


al ile} : oy ak 


APPEARANCE: White-winged Trillers are 18 em long. When breeding, the male 
bird-isimdinly black above, and'underparts whité, a large white pateh on each 
outer‘ side of the black wing, aiid a grey rump, In-non-breeding plumage; ‘the: — 
male resembles the female, where the black plumage is replaced by brown on’ ° 
the head’and upper part. of the-bddy; gréy on’ the back and dark grey onthe © 
wings;"brown on ‘the'breast, ‘and “dark’iarks' in front af and behind each*eyes 
CALL: The, song consists of a series of trilling notes, the, first part. usually. 
higher in frequency than the second part. The. calls may vary and are. mainly, given 
by the male bird, often in flight from one tree to another, sometimes when _ 
perched, and sometimes whilé sitting on’ the nest. The calls are only made!" 
while‘bréeding, - PPUEIR GL BT Cone TS Era 
HABITAT: ; The. birds are migratory, arriving in the Bendigo area from Northern 
aq Australia .in.Springtime and returning northwards.in Autumn, after breeding...i; 


They occur in all types of forest areas in the Bendigo District, and have ix. 


ys) 1 yeild 


nested in suburban gardens on occasions, 


FOOD;. Food is usually obtained on, or near the ground, and, consists of»... 


insects, caterpillars, beetles, spiders, grasshopperg,.,ctc.,-The food may .be; 
found some distance away from the nest, i.e. a kilometre.or more awaye;o) 1: 


~OBREEDING#<!Nesting may begin in late September, and continué until-Zate »- at 
January .on early February, in the Bendigo area. The nest iis well camouflaged, 
sall and shallow, in a horizontal“or slightly sloping fork of a tree’ branch, 
from as ‘low as one metre, up ‘to -tér-or ‘fore metres above the ground, It is”: 
built of fine roots and grass and bourid’ with’ cobwebs, and protected by ‘foliage. 
There may. he two or three eggs, light blue or..green in colour, with reddish-brown 
markings, Both male and female birds. help to.build the nest, :incubate the eggs 
the young. The young resemble the female when they leave the mest, 


The birds sometimes feed among foliage and occasionally take nectar from 
blossom, but are usually seen feeding on the ground. 

The breeding territory is aggressively defended from other, White-winged Trillers, 
but may be found with other White-winged Trillers-at-distant feeding areas; — 
and whén’ not™“breeding. Tie eae oie a GBs ates 
They“sometimes hover; but the normal flight’ isusually undistorting, strong 
and! direct. They are sometimes common in.the ‘Bendigo district, but population: 
vary according to seasonal conditions. They have been observed arriving to" 
the north of Bendigo in 100's, not in one flock, but in separate small flocks, 
in short flights, and pausing to feed as ‘they make their way southerly: When”! 
they. are, f¢eding young in, the nest, the parent. birds appear to obtain; all; the: 
food from on the ground. Oecasionally,, several. nests of White-winged Trillers 
have been found in.close proximity. One one occasion in early Spring, a. group 
of at-least.a dozén and possibly up to 20 White-winged Trillers were seen, and 
were ali male birds, which suggests that male birds arrive first, and select.a 
territory before the female birds arrive, Other observers have noted similar 
occurrences, Horsfield and Golden Bronze and Pallid Cuckoos parasitize the nest, 


t 


‘lg 


Compiled by Bill Flentje. 


| eee 
COMMITTEE REPORT AUGUST 1987... ...... | 


1. New members are Grant Allen of ‘Ashburton, 
Mr and Mrs P, Wiegard and family of White Hills, 
Rod Edwards of Junortoun and. | 
Tom Burton of Strathdale, 


2. J, Lindner will take a priority list of mininz concerns to the Castlemaine 
and District Land Protection Association meeting, ie a 


3. The Club will re-affiliate with Conservation Council of Victoria. 


4. A special committee meeting will be held to draught a “submission to aid 
Friends of Flora and Fauna in attempts to have the Flora and Fauna 
Guarantee made more effective for wildlife preservation,. 


5. A sub-group has prepared a proposal to Strathfieldsaye Shire Council for 
development of part of Kennington Reservoir surroundings as an indigenous 
plants display. 


6. A sub-committee will be formed to evaluate the potential of a saa! 
History Centre for the Whipstick Parks, 


7, Further details of locations of African Bone seen will Re sent 6 Conservation 
Forests and Lands to enable future. monitoring... 


8, The next committee meeting will be at W. Demeo's, Kamarooka.at a. 00 poems, 
on 16th September, = «sis ae pe, os 
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ADDITIONAL EXCURSIONS AND CAMPOUTS ‘TO BE HELD. 
LL Ac tat thi ete een eneaneishiennnandeasceatetseumesnn eines 


Sept 26th-Oct. 3rd Camp-out at: Yathong. Mid-Murray Field Naturalists invite 
Bendigo members:toljoin them at their annual camp-out approximately 
80 Km north of Hillston N.S.W. Contact Rob Watkins for details, 


Oct.9th - llth, W.V.F.N.C.A, Camp-out at St. Arnaud « Registrations 
required by lst Oct. Full program available from Jane Cleary. 


Oct.1l6th - 18th. V.F.N.C. Camp-out at Camp Waranga;: Taknina (Rd, ,Rushworth, 
Activities will centre on: the Rushworth forest: . 


Nov.l0th - llth. B.O.C. coach tour to Bendigo.. Leaders: Dori Franklin and 
John Ipsen. Contact leaders if you wish to join, 


Nov. 14th B.0.C. visit to Lyall Glen. Full day observing birds, Jack and 
Jean Ipsen invite B.F.N. Club members to join them on this occasion. 
B.Y.O. duneh. parbegue RENE Meet at AGEL ( ‘aba at 10,00 a.m. 


% % 4 KX HH RX 
COME AND SEE THE DOUBLE WAX on. Sunday 6th September, and. stay for afternoon 


tea at the Moors', SEGUE ADE, South Road, Sedgwick, 
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ORCHIDS 


WATTLES 


er. 


WILDFLOWER DIARY FOR SEPTEMBER 


Glossodia major 
Caladenia caerulea 
Hs catenata 
at filamentosa 
BU TOS LY LLc eyenocephala 
mutica 
" nana 
ee _, curta 
Sate eniLans 
Acianthus reniformis 
Diuris maculata 


2 i ~ ’ Hh fi A 
Acacia acinacea 
" aspera 


terths augfheldii:..- Hye pee 


_D favesl 
mee “takkedides: 
“ wmontana | | 
"  armata 
<: > williamsonii 
«" -pyenantha 
" dealbata 
" verniciflua 


PEA FAMILY 


aye pan 


OTHERS 


' OCryptandra amara 
stx-Phebalium obcordatum 
_2/i-Stackhéusia ‘monogyna . 

Ee ciliata 
_ eoronia anemonifolia . * 


‘empletonia stenophylla 
Daviesia ulicifolia 
Dillwynia glaberrima 


“Prostanthéra denticulata 
aspalathoides 


Carpobrotus modestus 
Clematis microphylla . . 
Melichrus ureolatus 
Lissanthe strigosa 
Myoporum deserti 


3 Eriosteton verrucosus 


Ct ay -difformis 
Dodonses cuneata: 
Grevillea alpina 


i “rosmarinifolia’ 


w glabella 
" “4 dryophylla 


Hakea © ‘sericea wh p3then eyes 


Micronyrtus ciliata: 2:7 
Hibbertia sericea 

ui! stricta 
Hypoxis pusilla ‘ 
Senecio lautus 


_,Graspedia glauca | 
“' Westringis crassifolia He 


I eremicols 
Rhytidosporum procumbens 
Anguillaria dioica | 
Thysanotus patersonii 
Rananculus lappaceus 
Microseris scapigera 


Wax-lip Orchid 
Blue Caladenia 
Pink Fingers 
Daddy long-legs 
Swan Grennhood . . 
Midget Greenhosd--.- —--- 

_ Dwarf. Greenhood 
‘Blunt Greenhood 
Nodding Orchid 

_ Mosquito Orchid 
Leopard Orchid 


Gold-dust Wattle 
Rough Acacia 
Ausfeld's Wattle 
Ploughshare Wattle 
_Hakea Wattle . 


~ Mallee Acacia 


“Hedge Wattle 
Whirrakee Wattle 


: Golden Wattle © 


Silver Wattle 
Varnish Wattle 


_Leaty, Templetonia 
“Gorse Bitter-pea . 
‘Smooth Parrot-pea 


Rough Mint-bush — 
Scarlet Mint-—bush ° 
Inland Pigface 
Small-leaf Clematis 
Urn Heath 

Peach Heath . 


1 Purpkey- Beh nem mc ae Je = ait § Stet nye 


Bitter Cryptandra!: =7° 2.9 
Club-leaf Phebalium 
Creamy Stackhousia 

Pink Bells Wie 

_ Sticky Bororid 
Fairy Waxflower 
Small-leaf Wax-flower 

:. Wedge=lLeaf .Hop-bush 


_ Mountain Grevillea 


~ Rosemary Grevillea 
Whipstick Grevillea 


i}: Holly iGrevillea 


Silky Hakea 

' Heath Myrtle ‘ 
Silky Guinea-flower 
Erect Guinea-flower 

‘ Tiny Star 

Variable Groundsel 

Common Billy-button 


Whipstick. We SUITE 8 were finer tacts tar 


Slender Westringia 
White Marianth 
Early Nancy 
Twining Fringe-lily 
Common Buttercup 
Yam Daisy 


BENDIGO RETERDINATURALISISICLUET) 


Address fer correspondence, P.O. Box 396, Bendigo 3550 Se 


OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1086-1987 2 
PRESIDENT Rob Moors Taras) Saas Rh DS eetecile Go) CO. 


SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT :' Win Demeo.’, Kamarooka,, R.S.D.Raywood a eng226 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Watkins Marnie Rd., Kennington 43 4891 
SECRETARY _., Jane Cleary, 24 Goynes Rd., Epsom s+" + 48 4396 
“ASSISTANT SECRETARY Rob Watkins Marnie Rd,, Kennington 43 4891 
TREASURER Helene Boon Kamarooka, R.S.D., Raywood © | 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER » Win Deémeo » Kamarooka, R.S.D., Raywood 36 9226 
EXCURSION/SYLLABUS pot Haeen ee Burns St., Axedale- 39 7308 
ORGANISER. it weit ul tes: 

LIBRARIAN Glenise Weare Mandurang South Rd.,R.S.D.Sedewick 39 6254 
WHIRRAKEE CO-ORDINATOR Graham Hill 31 Curnow St.,Golden Square ‘i “42 4016 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those interested 
in natural history, The membership subscription rates are: Single $12, 00, 
Family $16.00, Pensioner and Children’$7, 00.':Whirrakee suhseription only $12.00. 


General Meetings are held. on the, second Wednesday of cach month at the Conference 
Rooms, Denartment of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. Meetings start at 
7. 30 D.m,. and conclude with SMa The Annual Meeting is-held in September, 


Txcursions. The assembly point: ‘for excursions ig outside the Special Services 
Complex in Havlin St. Fast, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 
Full day excursions normally commence at 10.00 a.m, ‘(usually on a Sunday). 
Half day excursions normally commence at 2.00 Dem. and may be either a Saturday 
or Sunday. Day or half-day excur gions are usually held on the weekend ‘following 
the General Meeting. Campouts-are’ held several times in a year, usually 
co-inciding with lone weekends or: holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has five sub-groups: As Sane 7 OE GFE fxs 


The. BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets. on “the first ‘Friday of the month at the 
Aericulture Department,. Epsom, at: oO 4, 

President: Harvey Rich, 58 Dundas Rd., Maryborough 61 1698 

2 Secretary: Naney Stones 2 ‘Brodie ‘St., Bendigo 43 7993 


The: BOTANY GROUP. meets on. “Sate fourth Thur sday of the month at 7.30 p.m. at the 
. Biology. Lak,,; Applied Science 1 Building, B.C .A.E. (unless siincodige announced ). 
‘Convenor ;, Graham.Hill (42 4016) 


The CONSERVATION GROUP meets on an "as required" basis. ‘As far as practicable, 
meetings details will be advertised in the "Whirrakee" diary. 
Convenor: Rod Fyffe, 546 Hargreaves: St., Bendigo 43 ARNE oe ie 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP. meets on the third Thursday: of the month, at 7 30 7 DM. 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly Diary. 

President: Graham;Hill,. 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4016 aaa 
Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063 


The JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP: meets on the first Sunday ~-in-the-menth, -- 
from 2.00 ».m. to 5,00 p.m., at the Education Department Special Services 
Complex, Havlin St., Bendigo. Group activities are open to the 8-18: years | 
age group, torether trith their younger brothers and sisters, if ‘accompanied 
by parents. (Parents will be needed for help with transportation on excursions. ) 
Organisers: Jane Cleary, Goynes Rd., White Hills 48 4396 

Tan Fenselau, Buekland St., White Hills 48 LSB /pecetiant ess carte 


MR & MRS RB ALLEN 


28 HOUSTOM ST 


BEME TO oe ba 
~ DIARY - fd a at ited a 
MEETINGS E Aa ee Stat pees seh erteee ge: 
Wed .Sept.9 Annual Meeting | 
Speakers: Rob Moors;= President's Address 
eee cet SPY Mast John. keltan “= Whipstitk Birds—~ - 
Wed.Oct.14 | «Speaker: Ry Alden Subject: Spiders erileriees 2? 
Wed .Nov.11 “Speaker: | Richardfiohn | pela SSE 
Subject: : The a ects of control burning on flora ‘and fauna. 
ae ea. Dec, 9 Christmas ‘Teay anal ‘Social Evening (6.00 p.m.) 
oe 'The. First Forty: Years! an audio visual featuriny the Clubs 
history, will! be screened, - 
. Venue: Usual meeting rooms, Taylor Ste, Epsom. 
SfOLRXGURSTONS us’ ) 2 i, “ana 


~~ “Sun, Sept. 13 Leader: Mr Ian: Hoffman - Ranger Conservation, Forests & Lands. 
Sage Travel to: Rushworth; arriving approximately 11.00 a.m, 
tris Sr . - ° Visits to forest, and: swamp Jocations. 
Interests: Birds, botany and general. 
MEET AT EDUCATION: CENTRE,” HAVLIN ST. AT 10:00 A.M. 

‘4 Grampians Cane ROReE. Gay Road “ 
irst week of the school holidays, from Sunday 20th September 
to the following“wéékénd, ‘Sée May "Whirrakee" for details,= 
Please telépione | John’ ‘Lindner (39 7308) if you intend to Zo. 
A map to the camp site : ‘willbe supplied. pes 


Sun,Oct.11 Full day.. Mt. Tda and. Dargile Forest. Meet af Havlin St., 
outside Education Dept.; at 10, 00 a.m. We will be looking at 
the recovery from the fires earlier this year. 


Sun.Oct. 18 Full day. Muckleford and Smiths Reef Forests. 
With members of Castlemaine and Maryborough FNC. tg” 
Meet at 10.00 a.m. in the carpark of the Castlemaine Market’ 
The carpark itself ‘is behind the: market in Forrest. Strect,:’ 


Sun.Nov, 15 Full day. The Marsh, North of Kerang, Leader: Tom Lowe, Mystic Park, 
: Bird watching in swamp ands under the expert ‘guidance of 
‘1 *:* Tom, who has an excellent knowledge of this region and its 
sao bird-life, Bring your canoe. Meet at Kangaroo Lake Caravan Park 
(North end of lake, corner of Murray Valley Highway and Gorton 
: tite 22 Drive.) 10.00 asm. Contact Rob NESS | fox further details. 
BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP wer 
rfi. Oct. 2 730" p.m, Dest. of Agriculture, Epsom. . 
yas melt = 408 be Sees Bird of mee Nig ae e Lunes Honeyeater, 


BOTANY GROUP ay. 
Thurs.sept. 24 P 30. De yi at Je Kellan! 8 hone, 7 Patrick Sb. ; Remit col 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP {row ie 


Sent:20+27° 


Thurs Sept. 17 7630 pi m. ‘at Graham Hill's: ees 31 Curnow St.,Golden Square. 
JUN TOR FIELD. NATURALISTS GROUP 
Oct. 4. Natural History: Rob Watkins will show “slides, lus nature 


i _,,.walk on One WIE Hill, 
COMMITTEE MEETING nd % 
Wed.Sept. 16 8.00 Dem. at W. Demeo's home, Kamarooka, 


